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EXPEDITION DIARY
Wuuyuru (Bigge Island)

“Bigge Island and the surrounding bay  
encapsulate the Kimberley and its rich history  
of human contact. Here we experienced more  

of the Wandjina style rock art. Upon climbing up  
from the beach the first thing we saw was  

a posing figure, gazing out over his country.  
This ‘father’ Kaira Wandjina and his  
retinue of smaller ‘children’ figures  

maintained a serene vigil."

Guest Lecturer / Greg / 20 May 2021

EXPEDITION DIARY
Banjal (Vansittart Bay)

“This morning we headed for Jar Island or Ngula 
as it is called by the local Wunambal Gaambera 

people. The name Jar Island was given by 
Explorer Phillip Parker King in 1819 after the 

shards of pottery and other evidence he found of 
Makassans from Indonesia. These seafarers visited 

this coastline for centuries – mainly to collect  
trepang (sea cucumbers).” 

Guest Lecturer / Anne / 11 September 2022

EXPEDITION DIARY
Yowjab (Montgomery Reef)

“As we travelled up the inlet into Montgomery Reef, 
the coral reef was beginning to appear on both sides  

of us. The origins of the reef were explained  
and we began to see some of the wildlife associated 
with the reef, such as turtles and birds. We spotted 

grey-tailed tattlers and eastern reef egrets.  
Very soon the reef was well above us as the tide 

continued to fall. The spectacle of the water pouring 
off the reef in great cascades was awesome.  

This was another of the unique icons of the Kimberley, 
made possible by the huge tidal movements.” 

Guest Lecturer / Mike / 28 June 2022

EXPEDITION DIARY
Lacepede Islands

“The most prominent bird species was the brown 
booby and a few of these had produced chicks some 

of which were fluffy white and as big as their 
parents. Some of the other species we saw included 

the Australian pelican, pied oyster catchers, common 
noddies, eastern reef egrets, ruddy turnstones, 
Caspian terns, crested terns, silver gulls, lesser 
frigate birds, pied cormorants, and a number of 
wader species. We also saw innumerable green 

turtles, black-tipped reef sharks and shovel-nose 
rays in this offshore estuary haven.” 

Expedition Leader / Melanie / 8 April 2022

EXPEDITION DIARY
Prince Regent River &  

Mambulbada (King Cascades)
“It made a spectacular sight as we rounded the 

mangroves and into the small bay where the falls 
cascaded over a series of ledges into the water 

below. As we moved in for a closer look,  
we spotted a crocodile watching us from a rocky 
ledge. Many photos were taken as we enjoyed  
the spectacle of the cascades. We then moved  
under the falls so that those needing a wash  

could go to the bow of the Xplorer and  
stand under the cascading water.”

Guest Lecturer / Mike / 30 June 2022

EXPEDITION DIARY
Garaanngaddim (Horizontal Falls)
“Guests whipped through on zodiacs as our 

talented skippers navigated the wide gap and 
ripping tide. Excited and grinning ear to ear guests 

then re-joined in the dining room and chatted 
amongst each other over lunch about the exciting 

adrenaline-filled morning they just had.”

Expedition Leader / Ashleigh / 25 March 2022

EXPEDITION DIARY
Verandah Beach

“We were taken across to Verandah Beach 
where the wonderful hospitality staff were 

waiting for us with cold drinks and tasty 
canapés. The sunset over the Kimberley 

produced amazing reds and oranges in the 
sky and onto the red rocks above. We relaxed 
with the sand beneath our toes and a spirit  

of friendship amongst us all.” 

Guest Lecturer / Terry / 26 March 2022

EXPEDITION DIARY
Winyalkan

“The tide was very low during our visit to the 
first Island where we found ourselves dwarfed by 
the huge intertidal range, marked by the black 

stains of cyanobacteria. By the water’s edge, 
some of us saw some living corals that rarely 

feel direct sunrays. The second beach had some 
interesting ripple rock, and we passed some igneous 
dolerite rock that long ago intruded through the 

dominating sandstone.”

Guest Lecturer / Steve / 12 September 2022

EXPEDITION DIARY
Oomari Falls (King George Falls)

“We enjoyed the discovery of a sea eagle’s nest and spoke 
about the various creatures that lurk in the area.  

We cruised along the mangroves looking for crocs and 
to get an up-close look at the honeycomb weathering 
on the towering cliffs above. As we meandered down 

the river, we enjoyed the reds and oranges of the 
rocks against the beautiful lush green plants around 
the area. We reached the end and were greeted with 
the enormous flow of water over the two waterfalls. 
Everyone was in absolute awe and delight as we were 

sprayed with water from the force of the falls.”

Expedition Leader / Ashleigh / 28 March 2022

CREW REFLECTION
GUEST LECTURER / IAN  
“No two trips are ever the same. The same applies to human history.  
My Indigenous friends here on the north coast feel the same way. They are  
proud that finally their culture is now being presented to the outside world  
in a way that reflects their values and who they really are.”

CREW REFLECTION
GUEST LECTURER / TERRY   
“No two trips are ever the same. I have done more than 50 Kimberley 
cruises with Coral Expeditions since 1998, and I still rate this as my favourite 
destination. I feel lucky to be present when people’s jaws are dropping and  
their eyes light-up as they first experience Kimberley’s magic.”

CREW REFLECTION
GUEST LECTURER / MARK  

“My best memory from a Coral Expeditions trip 
is watching the hunting strategy of snubfin 
dolphins in the Kimberley. They often hunt late 
at night in the muddy waters of the saltwater 
rivers. The dolphin will spit a stream of water 
to land in front of the fish they are pursuing, 
startling it into making a u-turn straight into 
the dolphin’s mouth.”

CREW REFLECTION
SHIP MASTER / JOSH    
“Ever so gently the Xplorer creeps closer and closer to the now rippling edge, as if stalking some much larger prey 
just beneath the surface. An eerie stillness passes over the group as we wait quietly in ambivalent anticipation of the 
sunrise to come. Time seems to stand still as the red ball peeps over the King Leopold Range and looks into Doubtful 
Bay as if peering into its own reflection in the mirror-like waters that surround Steep Island. 

Then, as if signalled by the dawning of the sun, the reef breaks through the mirror of water to seemingly rise up from 
the depths in triumph as the sky changes from deep red to a clear blue. This is life in the Kimberley.”

CREW REFLECTION
SECOND OFFICER / JO   
“Sharing such a beautiful, remote, culturally significant part 
of our country that few people have experienced is fulfilling in a 
way that is hard to describe. I feel myself bursting with pride.”

WILDLIFE LIST

Black-faced cuckoo shrike ✓
Blue-spotted mudskipper ✓
Brahminy kite ✓
Brown booby ✓
Caspian tern ✓
Chestnut rail ✓
Crested tern ✓
Double-barred finch ✓
Eastern osprey ✓
Eastern reef egret ✓
Elegant fiddler crab ✓
Estuarine crocodile ✓
Flatback sea turtle ✓
Fruit bat ✓ 

Green sea turtle ✓
Great bower bird  ✓
Hawksbill turtle ✓
Hermit crab ✓
Humpback whale with calf ✓
Indo-Pacific humpback dolphin ✓
Kimberley rock monitor ✓
Little friarbird ✓
Mangrove whistler  ✓
Monjon rock wallaby ✓
Pied imperial pigeon ✓
Rainbow bee-eater  ✓
Red-tailed black cockatoo ✓
Reef manta ray ✓
Sacred kingfisher  ✓
Sea snake ✓
Short-eared rock wallaby ✓
Snubfin dolphin ✓
Striated heron ✓
Tawny nurse shark ✓
Western shovelnose ray ✓
White-bellied sea eagle ✓
White-quilled rock pigeon ✓

https://www.coralexpeditions.com/au/news/montgomery-reef-in-wa-kimberley-region/
https://www.coralexpeditions.com/au/news/red-cone-creek-ruby-falls-the-kimberley/
https://www.coralexpeditions.com/au/news/lumbarni-island/



