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PIONEERS IN THE KIMBERLEY
ALL AUSTRALTAN ETHOS AND CREW
APRILTO SEPTEMBER 2023 AND 2024

[TION DIARY
YOWTAB (MONTGOMERY REEF)

“Us we travelled up the inlet into Montgomery Reef,
the coral reef was beginning to agpear on both Sides
of us. The orgins of the reef were explained
and we began to See Some of the wildlife associated
With the reef, such as turtles and birds. We Spotted
grey-tailed tattlers and eastern reef egrets.
Very Soon the reef was well above us as the tide
continued to fall. The spectacle of the water pouring
off the reef in great cascades was awesome.

This was another of the unigue icons of the Kimberley,
made possivle by the huge tidal movements.”

GUEST LECTURER / MIKE / 28 JUNE 2027

LACEPEDE ISLANDS

“The most prominent bird species was the brown
booby and a few of these had produced chicks some
of whith were fluffy white and as bjg as their
parents. Some of the other Species we saw included

noddies, eastern reef egrets, ruddy turnstones,
Caspian terns, crested terns, silver gulls, lesser
frigate birds, pied cormorants, and a number of
wader species. We also saw innumerable green
turtles, black-tipped reef sharks and shovel-nose
rays in this offshore estuary haven.”

EXPEDITION LEADER / MELANIE / § APRIL 2022
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the Australian pelican, pied ovyster catchers, common
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No two trips are ever the sawte. The same applies to human history.

My Indjgenous friends here on the north coast foel the same way. They are
proud that finally their calture is now being presented to the outside world
In a way that reflocts theii values and who they really are.”

@ﬁcj

EPEDITION DIARY
WUUYURU (BIGGE ISLAND)

“Bigge Island and the surrounding bay
encapsulate the Kimberley and its rich history
of human contact. Here we experienced more
of the Wandjina style rock art. Upon climbing up 54 ED

Explorer Phillip Parker King in 1819 after the
from the beach the first thing we Saw was P § 4 f

s N sr. i Lot Shards of pottery and other evidence he found of : :
ALY, 7,@ B U - ovted: Makassans from Indonesia. These seafarers visited the river, we enjoyed the reds and oranges of the
This ‘father’ Kaira Wandjina and his

: i & his coastline for conturies — mainly to collect rocks against the beantiful lush green plants around
retinue of smaller ‘children’ figures trepang (sea cucnmbers).” the area. We reached the end and were greeted with
maintained a serene vigil."

the enormous flow of water over the two waterfalls.
GUBST LECTURER / CREG / 20 MAY 2001 GUEST LECTURER / ANNE / 11 SEPTEMBER 2022

Everyone was in absolute awe and delight as we were
sprayed with water from the force of the falls.”

2l LAY 5 CPEOITION LeADeR / ASHLELGH / 28 MARCH 202

[TION DIARY
OOMARI FALLS (KING GEORGE FALLS)
“We enjoyed the discovery of a sea eagle’s nest and spoke
about the varions creatures that lurk in the area.
We cruised along the mangroves looking for crocs and

to get an up—close look at the honeycomb weathering
on the towering Cliffs above. As we meandered down

EAPEDITION DIARY

BANJAL (VANSITTART BAY)

“This morning we headed for Jar Island or Ngula
as it s called by the local Wunambal Gaamtbera
people. The name Jar [sland was given by
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| , _ AR I , < Blackfaced cuchoo shrike /
/ 2 ZEE A Boe v S Uil SR - 55 o \ | “Bluo-ypotted mudshipper/
PRINCE REGENT RIVER & CHEW REFECTION '% T g o R ORGSO R R e e | b 7 G :f/ S
MAMBULBADA (KING CASCADES) SLCOND URHCER /10 /7:4 VR S e e, | FU s T s Al R
“It madle a Spectacalar sight as we rounded the Sharing such a beautiful, remote, culturally Significant part ’FT V) 4y 13 SRR N 57 i : 7 Chastuut rail v/
mangroves and into the small bay where the falls of our tountry that few people have experienced (s fulfilling in a o~ )’ %) Crosted tan o/
cascaded over a series of ledges into the water way that is hard to describe. | feel myself bursting with pride.” " [R[W rection 8 Dostble-batted fich/
below. A we moved in for a closer look,
we Spotted a crocodile watthing us from a rocky > ) , M ¥ : s A \ GUEST Lt UUR[R [MARK L, el Easternosprey /
ledige. Many photos were taken as we enjoyed : s ) TR . o - e T TR AT 5 . My best memory from a Coral Expeditions trip Eastem re'ef egretV/
the spectacle of the cascades. We then moved : : J Y F - ¥ B . pi ' e , aﬁ":‘ Ay B Pl AR an A Is watching the hunting Strateqy of snubfin Elegarzéﬁddlerc@b/
under the falls so that those needing a wash % Ssdarn L S dolphins in the Kimberley. They often hunt late Estuarine crocodile S
could go to the bow of the' Xplorer a;ml i e L=~ ="t Hght in the muddy waters of the saltwater Flatback sea turtle /
T S T s The dolphin witl $pit a stream of water Fruit bat/
GUEST LECTURER / MIKE / 30 JUNE 2022 7 to land infront of the s they ave prrsting, Groen sea turtle /
startling it into making a u—tun Jém(ght into Great bower bird /
the domm mouth.” et Hawksbill turtle /
. 4 | Hormit crab /
s s : Humpback whale with calf /
5 Indo-Pacific humpback dolphin/
B = Kimberley rock monitors/
Little friarbird
Mangrove whistler v
Monjon rock wallaby /
Pied imperial pigeon/

Rainbow bee—eater /
Redtailed black cockatoo /
Reef manta ray /'

Sacred kingfisher /

Sea snake /

Short-eared rock wallaby /'
Snubfin dolphin/

Striated heron/

Tawny nurse shark v/
Wester shovelnose ray /
White-bellied sea eagle /
White—quilled rock pigeon /
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© VERANDAN BeAcH

“We were taken across to Verandah Beach
where the wonderful hospitality staff were
waiting for us with cold drinks and tasty
canapés. The sunset over the Kimberley
produced amazing reds and oranges in the
Shy and onto the red rocks above. We relaxed
with the sand beneath our toes and a Spivit
of friendship amongst us all.”

GUEST LECTURER / TERRY / 26 MARCH 2022

EPEDITION DIARY
WINYALKAN

“The tide was very low during our visit to the
first Island where we found ourselves dwarfed by
the huge intertidal range, marked by the black
Stains of cyanobacteria. By the water’s edge,
Some of us Saw Some living corals that rarely
feel divect sunrays. The Second beach had some
interesting ripple rock, and we passed some [gneous

dolerite rock that long ago intruded through the
= dominating sandstone.”
— A GUEST LECTURER / STEVE / 12 SEPTEMBER 2022
= EPEDITION DIARY SR 7/
CAEW REFECTION "é GARAANNGADDIM (HORLZONTAL FALLS)
B - = “Guests whipped through on zodiacs as our
SHIP MASTER / JOSK — — talented skippers navigated the wide gap and CREW REFLECTION
Evor 50 gently the Xplorer creaps closer and closer to the now rippling edge, as i¥ stalking some much Larger prey —  ripping tide. Excited and grinning ear to ear guests CUESTLECTURER / TERY
Just beneath the surface. An oonie Stillness passes over the gronp as we wait guitly in ambivalent anticjpation of the = thenre-joined in the dining roomt and chatted p : )
Sunrise to comte. Time Seems to Stand Still as the red ball peeps over the King Leopold Range and looks into Doubtfiul = anongit eagh ot/{er over tmh abou; the e,kc/)')t/hg /VO' two trr/,m are ever th'e 'Jame'. ! have done mor? than SD'K/mberley '
Bay as 1 pocring into 115 own refloction in the mivvor—Like waters that survomnd Steop lsiand E adrenaline—filled morning they just had. chuises W/th Coral Expeditions Since 1998, and [ still kqte this as my favonnte
o . . o —  LIPEDITION LEADER / ASHLEIGH / 25 MARCH 202 destiation. | foel lncky to be prosent when pecple’sjawts are dioppivg and
Then, as if signalled by the dawning of the sun, the reef breaks through the mivror of water to seemtingly rise up from thailr oves light-up as they fist experibnce Kimberley's magic.” AUSTRALIA'S PIONEERING CRUISE LINE
the depths in triamph as the sky changes from deep red to a clear blue. THIS is life in the Kimberey.”

WV RS Y T VY e e S Y W N S ST TV Y S S S e e v v

W WV W W S v v v v e v e e W W W W W W W S o N e e e v v

N v Y Y Y A A N YA A NNV NV Y VYV

i i alis sl sl aie she i ol kol ol sk s sl ol ol allis sl Sl Sl S sl sl o



https://www.coralexpeditions.com/au/news/montgomery-reef-in-wa-kimberley-region/
https://www.coralexpeditions.com/au/news/red-cone-creek-ruby-falls-the-kimberley/
https://www.coralexpeditions.com/au/news/lumbarni-island/



